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APPLICANT'S INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Applicant's sunmiary of the Examiner interview of August 18, 2004, in the above cited 
matter is provided below. 

Claims discussed included independent claims 1, and 85. 

Prior art discussed included U.S. Patent No. 5,769,775 to Quinlan, and U.S. Patent No. 
6,060,022 to Pang. 

It was generally acknowledged that the cited art does not anticipate claim 1 clauses (a) 
and (b). 

The discussion of claim 1 focused on the possibly of limiting "inserting" in clause (c) to 
expressly require insertion of two or more sample vessels into two or more sample 
receiving regions. Examiner expressed the view that currently cited art probably does not 
anticipate claim 1 if it were amended to require the sample vessels to be inserted into two 
or more sample receiving regions at substantially the same time. 

The discussion of claim 85 focused on the effect of adding the term "non-vertical" to the 
"plurality of clusters" in the second line of the claim. 

Examiner Pak indicated he would engage in a new search for art related to any new 
amended claims. 
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